
 
AGENDA

 
THE TWENTIETH MEETING OF THE ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY-FOURTH COUNCIL OF THE

CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF ST. THOMAS
 

May 6, 2024, 5:00 P.M.
COUNCIL CHAMBERS/ZOOM

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS AND GENERAL ORDERS OF THE DAY
 
INDIGENOUS LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT               
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST
MINUTES
DEPUTATIONS
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
BY-LAWS
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICES OF MOTION
CLOSED SESSION
OPEN SESSION
ADJOURNMENT
 
INDIGENOUS LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We acknowledge that the land on which we meet is the traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee, Anishinabek,
Attiwonderonk (Neutral) and Mississauga peoples and is now home to many diverse First Nations, Inuit and
Métis peoples.
We also recognize that this land is now home to the Munsee-Delaware Nation, Chippewas of the Thames First
Nation and Oneida Nation of the Thames.
This land was settled through Treaty 2, the McKee Purchase Treaty of 1790, and we, as beneficiaries of the
treaty recognize our collective responsibilities to the land and water.
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1. DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

2. MINUTES
Confirmation of the minutes of the meeting held on May 15, 2024. 

3. DEPUTATIONS

3.a LemonAID Day - June 8, 2024 5
Myles Proulx, Elgin Children's Foundation, and Suzie Dennis, Doug Tarry
Homes will be in attendance to discuss the LemonAID day fundraiser on June
8th, 2024. 

4. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Council will resolve itself into Committee of the Whole to deal with the following
business. 

5. STRATEGIC DIRECTION AND DEVELOPMENT

6. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

7. NEW BUSINESS

7.a Committee of Adjustment - Minor Variance - PowerCo SE Site
Notice of a public meeting to take place by Zoom on May 9, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.
has been received from the Committee of Adjustment for a minor variance by
Robert Weggaesser, on behalf of PowerCo SE to permit buildings and
construction cranes  to penetrate the outer surface as defined in the City of St.
Thomas Airport Zoning By-Law 36-2019 to a maximum elevation of 306 metres
above sea level on the PowerCo SE site.



7.b Committee of Adjustment - Minor Variance - 175 Manor Road
Notice of a public meeting to take place by Zoom on May 9, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.
has been received from the Committee of Adjustment for a minor variance by
Doug Tarry Limited to permit a maximum of 85 dwelling units per hectare
whereas the maximum is 75 dwelling units per hectare on the property at 175
Manor Road.

7.c Highbury Avenue Widening – Hydro One Easements 8
Report ID-17-24 of Senior Project Manager.

8. BUSINESS CONCLUDED

9. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND SERVICES

10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

11. NEW BUSINESS

11.a Whistle Stop Bicycle Festival - Road Closure Request 21
Report ES-22-24 of the Supervisor of Roads and Traffic and the Manager of
Transportation and By-Law.

12. BUSINESS CONCLUDED

13. INFRASTRUCTURE AND CIVIC OPERATIONS

14. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

15. NEW BUSINESS

15.a AccessAbility Open House – Free Transit 22
Report ES-25-24 of the Manager of Transportation and By-Law.

15.b Sick or Injured Skunks and Raccoons 23
Report ES-23-24 of the Manager of Transportation and By-Law.

15.c South Edgeware Booster Station – Tender Award 25
Report ID-18-24 of the Senior Project Manager.

15.d Industrial Development Update 3 27
Report ID-19-24 of the Engineer In Training. 

16. BUSINESS CONCLUDED

17. CORPORATE GOVERNANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

18. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

19. NEW BUSINESS

19.a OMERS Participation By-Law Update 37
Report HR-02-24 of the Payroll Manager.

19.b Community Grants for May 2024, 38
Report TR-06-24 of the Director of Finance and City Treasurer.

20. BUSINESS CONCLUDED

21. REPORTS PENDING

22. COUNCIL
Council will reconvene into regular session. 

23. REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Strategic Direction and Development

Community Engagement and Services

Infrastructure and Civic Operations

Corporate Governance and Administration

A resolution stating that the recommendations, directions and actions of Council in
Committee of the Whole as recorded in the minutes of this date be confirmed, ratified
and adopted will be presented.

24. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

24.a Heritage Alteration Permit - 492-496 Talbot Street 39
Report MHC-05-24 of the Acting Chair, Municipal Heritage Committee.
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24.b Heritage Alteration Permit - 795 Talbot Street 48
Report MHC-04-24 of the Chair, Municipal Heritage Committee. 

25. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

25.a "National AccessAbility Week" - May 26th to June 1st, 2024 - Proclamation
and Flag Raising and "Red Shirt Day" - May 29th, 2024 - Proclamation

64

A letter has been received from Michelle Sylvester, Chair, St. Thomas
Municipal Accessibility Advisory Committee, requesting that Council proclaim
May 26th to June 1st, 2024 as "National AccessAbility Week" in the City of St.
Thomas and that the accessibility flag be flown.

The flag raising is proposed for May 27th, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.

The letter further requests that Council proclaim May 29th as "Red Shirt Day"
in the City of St. Thomas.

25.b "LemonAID Day" - June 8, 2024 - Proclamation
A letter has been received from Myles Proulx, Elgin Children's Foundation and
Suzie Dennis, Doug Tarry Homes requesting that Council proclaim June 8,
2024 as "LemonAid Day" in the City of St. Thomas.

25.c "World Elder Abuse Awareness Day" - June 15th, 2024 - Proclamation and
Flag Raising

65

A letter has been received from Bonnie Rowe, Committee Coordinator, Elder
Abuse Elgin requesting that Council proclaim June 15th, 2024 as "World Elder
Abuse Awareness Day" in the City of St. Thomas and that the Elder Abuse
Elgin flag be flown at City Hall during the week of June 10th to 16th, 2024.

25.d "Pride Week" - August 5th to 11th, 2024 - Proclamation and Flag Raising 67
A letter has been received from Maggie Scanlon, Member of Elgin County
Pride requesting that Council proclaim August 5th to 11th, 2024 as Pride Week
in the City of St. Thomas and that the Pride flag be flown for the week.

The flag raising is proposed for August 2, 2024 at 10:00 a.m.

25.e Club Champions Lounge Ltd. - 539 Talbot Street - Application for Liquor
Licence

68

Application has been made to the Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario
by Club Champions Lounge Ltd. for a liquor licence for its indoor area at 539
Talbot Street.  Council may make representation to the Commission concerning
the application. 

25.f Municipal Property Assessment Corporation - 2023 Annual Report,
Performance Report and Financial Statements

70

A letter has been received from Alan Spacek, Chair, Municipality Property
Assessment Corporation Board of Directors regarding the Corporation's 2023
Annual Report, available at https://annualreport.mpac.ca/2023-annual-report
and that the 2023 Performance Report is available at
www.mpac.ca/en/News/PerformanceReport.  Also provided are the 2023
Financial Statements. 

26. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

27. NEW BUSINESS

28. BY-LAWS
Councillor Clarke

28.a First Reading

28.b Second Reading

28.c Third Reading
1. A by-law to confirm the proceedings of the Council meeting held on May
6th, 2024.

2. A by-law to appoint a City Manager. (Michael Bradley - effective May 15th,
2024)

3. A by-law to authorize the Mayor and Clerk to execute and affix the Seal of
the Corporation to a certain agreement between the Corporation of the City of
St. Thomas and the Corporation of the Municipality of Central Elgin.
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(compensation - boundary adjustment)

4. A by-law to appoint an Area Weed Inspector to enforce the provisions of the
Weed Control Act in the City of St. Thomas. (Kaity Veitch)

5. A by-law to amend By-Law 50-88, being the Zoning By-law for the City of
St. Thomas. (Expansion of permitted commercial uses with site specific
provisions to deal with parking regulations across the three lots - 1016-1020
Talbot Street - 1000359606 Ontario Inc. - File No. 2-02-24)

6. A by-law to authorize the Mayor and Clerk to execute and affix the Seal of
the Corporation to a certain agreement between the Corporation of the City of
St. Thomas and the Corporation of the Municipality of Central Elgin. (Central
Elgin Planning Office services)

29. PUBLIC NOTICE

29.a AccessAbility Open House - June 1, 2024 89
Notice is hereby provided of an AccessAbility Open House on Saturday, June
1, 2024 from 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. at the Joe Thornton Community Centre,
75 CASO Crossing to be hosted by the St. Thomas Municipal Accessibility
Advisory Committee in partnership with the Elgin County-Central Elgin Joint
Accessibility Advisory Committee. 

30. NOTICES OF MOTION

31. CLOSED SESSION
A resolution to close the meeting will be presented to deal with a proposed or pending
disposition of land, a position, plan, procedure, criteria or instruction to be applied to
any negotiations carried on or to be carried on by or on behalf of the municipality, a
matter of litigation or potential litigation and a personal matter about an identifiable
individual.

31.a Section 239 2(c)

31.b Section 239 2(k)

31.c Section 239 2(e)

31.d Section 239 2(b)

32. OPEN SESSION

33. ADJOURNMENT
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Report No. 

ID17-24 

File No. 

 

 Directed to: Mayor Joe Preston and Members of City Council 

 

Meeting Date: 
 May 6, 2024 
 

 Department: Industrial Development Attachments (2): 

 Prepared By: Patrick Anckaert, Senior Project Manager Offer to Grant Easements 

 Subject:   Highbury Avenue Widening – Hydro One Easements                                               

 
Recommendation:  
 
THAT: Report ID17-24 relating to Highbury Avenue Widening – Hydro One Easements be received for 
information; and further, 
 
THAT: Council authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign and execute the two enclosed Offer to Grant an Easement 
to Hydro One Networks Inc. documents. 
 
Origin: 
 
In March 2023 Volkswagen Group announced an electric vehicle (EV) battery manufacturing factory would be 
constructed in St. Thomas.  As part of this project, it was agreed to widen Highbury to four (4) lanes.  
 

Analysis: 
 
Widening Highbury to four (4) lanes requires extensive utility relocations.  To accelerate the project, the City 
offered utilities use of small sections of frontage of recently purchased property along the east side of Highbury.  
These properties are at 75 Highbury and 44072 Edgeware Line which is across from Dennis Road.  Had the City not 
offered this land, the road would have to be shifted to the west and property purchased from private landowners.   
 
Hydro One took advantage of this offer and placed their infrastructure just onto City property.   To protect their 
infrastructure from future incompatible land uses such as large signs or landscaping, it is desirable for both Hydro 
One and the City to enter into an easement agreement.   
 
The proposed conditions are as follows: 

1. City allows Hydro One to place infrastructure on City land; 
2. City allows Hydro One to enter onto said land for purposes of maintaining infrastructure; 
3. City agrees to seek permission to build driveways, sewers, watermains etc. within the easement except in 

the case of an emergency; 
4. Hydro One pays City $255 / easement x 2 = $510 

 
It should be noted that consideration to convert this land into public right of way was given however should the 
lots be sold to developers, a Hydro Easement will offer the most flexibility. 
 
 
 
 
 
Patrick Anckaert, P.Eng. 
Senior Project Manager 
 
 
 
 

 
Reviewed By:  

 
 

 

 
 

Ind. Dev Treasury Other 
 
Approved By:  

 

 

 

 
 

City Manager   
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 OFFER TO GRANT AN EASEMENT TO  

HYDRO ONE NETWORKS INC.  
(the “Agreement”) 

 
We, THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF ST. THOMAS (the “Transferor”), being the owner(s) of 
PT LT 9 RANGE 1 N EDGEWARE RD YARMOUTH AS IN E291196 NW OF YM11154; ST. THOMAS 
as in PIN 35268-0146 (LT) (herein called the “Lands”) in consideration of payment of the sum of Five 
Dollars ($5.00) (the “Offer Consideration”), and other good and valuable consideration, the sufficiency 
of which consideration is hereby acknowledged, hereby covenants and agrees as follows: 

1. (a) THE Transferor hereby grants to Hydro One Networks Inc. its successors and assigns (the 
“Transferee”) the exclusive right, irrevocable during the periods of time below specified in paragraph 
2, (the “Offer”) to purchase, free from all encumbrances and upon the terms and conditions hereinafter 
set out, the perpetual rights, easements and privileges set out in the Transfer and Grant of Easement 
document (the “Transfer of Easement”) annexed hereto as Schedule “B” (the “Rights”) in, through, 
under, over, across, along and upon that portion of the above Lands as shown crosshatched on Schedule 
“A” hereto annexed (the “Strip”). 

(b) THE Offer Consideration shall be paid by the Transferee to the Transferor within 30 days from the 
date the Transferor signs this Agreement. 

(c) THE purchase price for the Rights shall be the sum of Two Hundred and Fifty-Five Dollars 
($255.00) of lawful money of Canada to be paid by uncertified cheque, mailed to the Transferor after 
registration (the “Purchase Price”).  

2. THIS Offer may be accepted by the Transferee any time within One Hundred and Twenty (120) days 
from the date of this Agreement. If this Offer is not accepted within this time frame, this Agreement 
and everything herein contained shall be null, void and of no further force or effect. If this Offer is 
accepted by the Transferee in the manner aforesaid, this Agreement shall then become a binding 
contract between the parties, and the same shall be completed upon the terms herein provided for.  

3. THE Transfer of Easement arising from the acceptance of this Offer shall be executed and delivered to 
the Transferor on or before the One Hundred and Eightieth (180th) day after the date of Transferee’s 
acceptance of this Offer (the “Closing”), and time shall in all respects be of the essence hereof.  In the 
event that a survey is not available by the One Hundred and Eightieth (180th) day after the date of the 
Transferee’s acceptance of this Offer, the Transferee is entitled, upon written notice to the Transferor, 
to extend the Closing for up to an additional One Hundred and Eighty (180) days and time shall in all 
respects be of the essence hereof. 

4. IF the Transferee accepts the Offer herein: a) the Transferor shall not grant or transfer an easement or 
permit, or create any encumbrance over or in respect of the Strip prior to registration of the Transfer of 
Easement, and b) the Transferee has permission to approach prior encumbrancers or any third parties 
who have existing interests in the Strip to obtain all necessary consents, postponements or 
subordinations (in registrable form) from all current and future prior encumbrancers and third parties, 
if necessary, consenting to this Transfer of Easement, and/or postponing their respective rights, title 
and interest so as to place such Rights and Transfer of Easement in first priority on title to the Strip.  

5. THE Transferor covenants and agrees to instruct and authorize any and all encumbrancers, mortgagees 
and chargees of the Lands to execute the Transfer of Easement. 
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6. THE Transferor covenants and agrees with the Transferee that it has the right to convey the Rights 
without restriction and that the Transferee will quietly possess and enjoy the Rights and that the 
Transferor will execute upon request such further assurances of the Rights as may be requisite to give 
effect to the provisions of this Agreement. 

7. AS of the date of the Transferee’s acceptance of this Offer, the Transferor grants to the Transferee, in 
consideration of the Offer Consideration, free from all encumbrances, easements and restrictions the 
following unobstructed and exclusive rights, easements, rights of way, covenants, agreements and 
privileges in, through, under, over, across, along and upon the Strip:  

(a) To erect, maintain, operate, repair, replace, relocate, upgrade, reconstruct and remove at any time 
and from time to time, an electrical transmission line or lines and communication line or lines 
consisting of ALL NECESSARY and ALL NECESSARY with all necessary guys, braces, wires, 
cables, underground cable and associated material and equipment and if applicable, pad-mounted 
equipment (all or any of which works are herein called the “Line"); 

(b) To erect, maintain and use such gates as the Transferee may from time to time consider necessary 
in any fences which are now or may hereafter be installed on the Strip by the Transferor; 

(c) To enter on and mark the location of the Line under the Strip by suitable markers, but said markers 
when set in the ground shall be placed in fences or other locations which will not interfere with any 
reasonable use the Transferor shall make of the Strip; 

(d)  (i) To enter on and selectively cut trees and shrubs on the Strip and to keep it clear of all trees, 
shrubs and brush which may interfere with the safe operation and maintenance of the Line; 

(ii) To cut, prune and remove, if necessary, trees located outside the Strip whose condition renders 
them liable to interfere with the safe operation and maintenance of the Line; 

(e) To enter on and conduct engineering and legal surveys in, on and over the Strip; 

(f) To clear the Strip and keep it clear of all buildings, structures or other obstructions of any nature 
whatsoever (including septic systems, swimming pools and wading pools) including removal of 
any materials which in the opinion of the Transferee are hazardous to the Line. Notwithstanding 
the foregoing, in all cases where in the sole discretion of the Transferee the safe operation and 
maintenance of the Line is not endangered or interfered with, the Transferor from time to time or 
the person or persons entitled thereto, may with prior written approval of the Transferee, at the 
Transferor's own expense construct and maintain roads, lanes, walks, drains, sewers, water pipes, 
oil and gas pipelines and fences (not to exceed 2 metres in height) on or under the Strip or any 
portion thereof, provided that prior to commencing any such installation, the Transferor shall give 
to the Transferee 30 days' notice in writing so as to enable the Transferee to have a representative 
inspect the site and be present during the performance of the work and that the Transferor complies 
with any instructions that may be given by such representative in order that such work may be 
carried out in such a manner as not to endanger, damage or interfere with the Line.  For clarity, the 
Transferor agrees it shall not, without the Transferee's consent in writing (not to be unreasonably 
withheld or delayed), change or permit the change of the existing configuration, grade or elevation of 
the Strip and the Transferor further agrees that no excavation or opening or work which may disturb 
or interfere with the existing surface of the Strip shall be done or made unless consent therefore in 
writing (not to be unreasonably withheld or delayed) has been obtained from Transferee. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Transferor shall not be required to provide 30 days’ 
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notice or seek Transferee’s prior consent in the event of an emergency.  In such case, the 
Transferor will notify Transferee as soon as reasonably possible and will take all reasonable 
and necessary steps to safeguard the Line and to minimize impact on Transferee’s use of the 
Strip, including but not limited to complying with all reasonable instructions provided by the 
Transferee; 

(g) To enter on, to exit from and to pass and repass at any and all times in, over, along, upon, across, 
through and under the Strip and so much of the Lands as may be reasonably necessary, at all 
reasonable times, for the Transferee and its respective officers, employees, workers, permitees, 
servants, agents, contractors, subcontractors, with or without vehicles, supplies, machinery, plant, 
material and equipment of all purposes necessary or convenient to the exercise and enjoyment of 
the said Rights and easement subject to payment by the Transferee of compensation for any crop 
or other physical damage only to the Land caused by the exercise of this right of entry and 
passageway; and  

(h) To remove, relocate and reconstruct the Line on or under the Strip, subject to payment by the 
Transferee of additional compensation for any damage caused thereby. 

8. THIS Agreement and Grant of Easement Rights shall both be subject to the provisions of the Planning 
Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P. 13, as amended. 

9. THE Transferor represents and warrants and covenants that the Transferor is not now and on Closing 
will not be a non-resident of Canada within the meaning of the Income Tax Act (Canada) R.S.C. 1985, 
c.1 (5th Supp.), as amended. 

10. THE Transferor and Transferee acknowledge and agree that the grant of easement which is proposed 
under this Offer constitutes a purchase and sale transaction of an interest in real property, and therefore, 
in conformance with subsections 221(2) and 228(4) of the Excise Tax Act R.S.C. 1985, c E-15, as 
amended (“the Act”), the Transferee shall report and pay to the Receiver General for Canada the 
Harmonized Sales Tax (“HST”) applicable to the purchase and sale of the Easement.  For the purposes 
of this section 10, the Transferee warrants that it is an HST registrant in good standing under the Act, 
that its HST registration number is 870865821RT0001, and that it is acquiring the Easement for use 
primarily in the course of its commercial activities. 

11. ANY acceptance of this Offer, demand, notice or other communication shall be deemed to have been 
conclusively given in connection with this Agreement and shall be given in writing by personal 
delivery, by ordinary mail, by registered mail postage prepaid, by courier, by facsimile transmission, 
or by electronic delivery through email, addressed to the recipient as follows: 

To: Transferor Transferee 

 THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY 
OF ST. THOMAS 

Hydro One Networks Inc. 

Attention: Patrick Anckaert Laura Chisholm 

Address: 545 Talbot Street, PO box 520 St 
Thomas Ontario N5P 3V7 

185 Clegg Road 
Markham, ON  L6G 1B7 
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Phone: 226-378-3671 289-556-7171 

Email: panckaert@stthomas.ca RealEstateZone2@hydroone.com 

or to such other address, facsimile number, email address or individual as may be designated by notice 
given by either party to the other. Any acceptance of this Offer, demand notice or other communication 
shall be conclusively deemed to have been given when actually received by the addressee if 
communication is sent by personal delivery, facsimile or email or upon the fifth day of mailing where 
the communication is sent by ordinary mail, or the second day after mailing where the communication 
is sent by courier. 

12. THE person(s) signing this Agreement on behalf of the Transferor corporation herein covenant and 
confirm that they are authorized to sign the Agreement on behalf of the Transferor, and have signed 
using the DocuSign and the DocuSign ID verification program to verify their identity as authorized 
signing officers of the Transferor for the purposes of carrying out the terms of this Agreement. The 
person(s) signing this Agreement on behalf of the Transferor confirm to the Transferee that the 
information set out below is true and correct, and that they are not misrepresenting their identity or 
position of authority to the Transferee.  
 
Corporation Name: 
Business Address:  
Business Telephone #: 
Corporation or Business Identification Number:  
Place of Issuance of Number: 
General Nature of Business:   
 

   Signing Authority  Second Signing Authority [where necessary] 

Name   

Position   

Phone Number   

Address   

 
13. THE Transferor hereby consents to the collection, use, disclosure and other handling of the information 

contained herein (and in particular, the information contained in Sections 11 and 12 above), by Hydro 
One Networks Inc. and Barriston LLP and their respective successors, assigns, employees, agents, 
officers, directors and service providers for purposes relating to the grant of easement by the Transferor 
to Hydro One Networks Inc. with respect to the Lands. 

14. THE Transferor covenants and agrees that if and before the Transferor sells, transfers, assigns, disposes 
(or otherwise parts with possession) of all or part of the Lands to a third party (the “Third Party”) the 
Transferor shall advise the Transferee of the intended change forthwith and, where requested to do so 
by the Transferee, shall use best efforts to ensure that the Third Party assumes the burden and benefit 
of this Agreement, and agrees to be bound by it. 
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15. THE Transferor acknowledges that the Transferor is entitled to consult with an 
independent solicitor of the Transferor’s choice prior to accepting this Offer. 
Further, the Transferor acknowledges that they may retain independent legal 
representation for the purposes of the registration of the Transfer of Easement (the 
“Transaction”). In accepting this Offer the Transferor acknowledges they have 
had the opportunity to seek independent legal advice, and either has done so or has 
chosen not to do so. 

16. THE Transferor acknowledges and agrees that it has elected to allow Barriston 
LLP or such other lawyer or law firm as the Transferee designates in writing, (the 
“Transferee’s Solicitor”) to act as a registering agent for the Transferor as 
follows:  

(a) THE Transferor acknowledges being advised that the Transferee’s Solicitor is 
not entering into a solicitor-client relationship with the Transferor and is NOT 
representing the Transferor, solely or jointly with the Transferee, for the purposes 
of the registration of the Transfer or Easement. 

(b) THE Transferor further acknowledges that the Transferee’s Solicitor is acting 
for the Transferor solely for the purposes of the Transaction as a registering agent 
and has not acted for the Transferor in any respect in connection with the 
preparation, negotiation or completion of the Transfer of Easement or otherwise.  

17. THE Transfer of Easement and all ancillary documents necessary to register same 
on title shall be prepared by and at the expense of the Transferee and shall be in 
the form annexed as Schedule “B”. The following covenants, acknowledgments 
and agreements shall apply: 

(a) THE Transferor hereby covenants and agrees that the Transferee may, at its 
option, register this Agreement or Notice thereof, and the Transfer of Easement on 
title to the Lands, and the Transferor hereby covenants and agrees to execute, at no 
further cost or condition to the Transferee, such other instruments, plans and 
documents and provide any such information as may reasonably be required by the 
Transferee to effect registration of this Agreement or Notice thereof prior to 
closing and the Transfer of Easement at any time hereafter. The Transferor further 
acknowledges that the Transfer of Easement document has been explained to 
him/her/them and further acknowledges that it is understood that the Transferor is 
bound by the terms and provisions of the Transfer of Easement documents to the 
same extent as if the Transferor signed the documents.   

(b) THE Transferor further acknowledges and agrees that the Transferee and/or 
the Transferee’s agent or employee or the Transferee’s Solicitor, including 
Barriston LLP, are authorized and directed to sign, deliver, and/or register 
electronically or otherwise on the Transferor’s behalf a Transfer of Easement in 
accordance with the terms of this Offer and in accordance with a Reference Plan. 
The Transferee or the Transferee’s Solicitor will send said Reference Plan along 
with a copy of the Transfer of Easement document to the Transferor prior to 
registration. Absent a written objection to the Reference Plan or Transfer Easement 
In Preparation document from the Transferor received by the Transferee or the 
Transferee’s Solicitor within Fourteen (14) Days of the date the Plan was sent, the 

15. Independent Legal 
Advice and Legal 
Representation 
Acknowledged 

 

Transferor Initials 
 
 
 
 
 16. Transferee’s Solicitor 

Not Acting As 
Solicitor for 
Transferor Initials 

 

 
Transferor Initials 

 
 
 
 
 

17. Acknowledgement 
and Direction to 
Transferee’s 
Solicitor to Register 
Easement 

 

 
Transferor Initials 
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Transferee or the Transferee’s Solicitor shall be entitled to proceed with 
registration in accordance with the terms of this Agreement.  

18. ALL covenants herein contained shall be construed to be several as well as joint, and wherever the 
singular and the masculine are used in this Agreement, the same shall be construed as meaning the 
plural or the feminine or neuter, where the context or the identity of the Transferor/Transferee so 
requires. 

19. THE burden and benefit of this Agreement shall run with the Strip and the works and undertaking 
of the Transferee and shall be binding upon and enure to the benefit of the parties hereto and their 
respective heirs, executors, administrators, successors and assigns. 

20. THIS Agreement may be executed in one or more counterparts, each of which shall be deemed an 
original and together shall constitute one and the same agreement. Counterparts may be executed 
either in original or by electronic means, including, without limitation, by facsimile transmission, e-
signature and by electronic delivery in portable document format (“.pdf”) or tagged image file 
format (“.tif”) and the parties shall adopt any signatures received by electronic means as original 
signatures of the parties. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Transferor has hereunto set his/her/their hands and seal to this Agreement or has 
executed this Agreement in electronic form using DocuSign, effective as of the date of last Transferor signature. 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
) 
) 
) 

SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED 
 
 
 
 
 
X 
 
   
 

I have the authority to bind the Corporation. 
 
Print Name: 
Print Title: 
Date: 

  
 
) 
) 
) 
 
 
 

 
Second Signing Officer [Where Necessary] 
 
 
X 
 
   

 
 
 
 

 

I have the authority to bind the Corporation. 
 
Print Name:  
Print Title:  
Date: 
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TRANSFEREE ACCEPTANCE: 
 
 
Hydro One Networks Inc. hereby accepts the above Offer and covenants, promises and agrees to and with 
the Transferor to duly carry out the same on the terms and conditions above mentioned. 

Dated and accepted as at this                                                         . 

 
 

HYDRO ONE NETWORKS INC. 
 
 
 
Per:         
Name: 
Title:  
 
I have authority to bind the Corporation. 
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SCHEDULE “A” 
 

Please see attached. 
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SCHEDULE “B” 
 
INTEREST / ESTATE TRANSFERRED – EASEMENT IN GROSS 
 
 
1. We,  THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF ST. THOMAS (the “Transferor”), being the owner(s) 

of PT LT 9 RANGE 1 N EDGEWARE RD YARMOUTH AS IN E291196 NW OF YM11154; ST. 
THOMAS as in PIN 35268-0146 (LT) hereby grants to Hydro One Networks Inc. (herein called the 
“Transferee”), its successors and assigns, the exclusive, perpetual rights, easements, rights of way, 
covenants, agreements and privileges as herein set out in, through, under, over, across, along and upon 
that portion of the Lands more particularly described as Parts      on Plan       (the "Strip"): 

(a) To erect, maintain, operate, repair, replace, relocate, upgrade, reconstruct and remove at any time 
and from time to time, an electrical transmission line or lines and communication line or lines 
consisting of ALL NECESSARY and ALL NECESSARY with all necessary guys, braces, wires, 
cables, underground cable and associated material and equipment and if applicable, pad-mounted 
equipment (all or any of which works are herein called the “Line"); 
 

(b) To enter on and erect, maintain and use such gates as the Transferee may from time to time consider 
necessary in any fences which are now or may hereafter be installed on the Strip by the Transferor; 
 

(c) To enter on and mark the location of the Line under the Strip by suitable markers, but said markers 
when set in the ground shall be placed in fences or other locations which will not interfere with any 
reasonable use the Transferor shall make of the Strip; 
 

(d) (i)  To enter on and selectively cut trees and shrubs on the Strip and to keep it clear of all trees, 
shrubs and brush which may interfere with the safe operation and maintenance of the Line; 
(ii)  To cut, prune and remove, if necessary, trees located outside the Strip whose condition renders 
them liable to interfere with the safe operation and maintenance of the Line; 
 

(e) To conduct engineering and legal surveys in, on and over the Strip; 
 

(f) To clear the Strip and keep it clear of all buildings, structures or other obstructions of any nature 
whatsoever (including septic systems, swimming pools and wading pools) including removal of 
any materials which in the opinion of the Transferee are hazardous to the Line. Notwithstanding 
the foregoing, in all cases where in the sole discretion of the Transferee the safe operation and 
maintenance of the Line is not endangered or interfered with, the Transferor from time to time or 
the person or persons entitled thereto, may with prior written approval of the Transferee, at the 
Transferor's own expense construct and maintain roads, lanes, walks, drains, sewers, water pipes, 
oil and gas pipelines and fences (not to exceed 2 metres in height) on or under the Strip or any 
portion thereof, provided that prior to commencing any such installation, the Transferor shall give 
to the Transferee 30 days' notice in writing so as to enable the Transferee to have a representative 
inspect the site and be present during the performance of the work and that the Transferor complies 
with any instructions that may be given by such representative in order that such work may be 
carried out in such a manner as not to endanger, damage or interfere with the Line.  For clarity, the 
Transferor agrees it shall not, without the Transferee's consent in writing (not to be unreasonably 
withheld or delayed), change or permit the change of the existing configuration, grade or elevation of 
the Strip and the Transferor further agrees that no excavation or opening or work which may disturb 
or interfere with the existing surface of the Strip shall be done or made unless consent therefore in 
writing (not to be unreasonably withheld or delayed) has been obtained from Transferee. 
Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Transferor shall not be required to provide 30 days’ 
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notice or seek Transferee’s prior consent in the event of an emergency.  In such case, the 
Transferor will notify Transferee as soon as reasonably possible and will take all reasonable 
and necessary steps to safeguard the Line and to minimize impact on Transferee’s use of the 
Strip, including but not limited to complying with all reasonable instructions provided by the 
Transferee;   
 

(g) To enter on, to exit from and to pass and repass at any and all times in, over, along, upon, across, 
through and under the Strip and so much of the Lands as may be reasonably necessary, at all 
reasonable times, for the Transferee and its respective officers, employees, workers, permitees, 
servants, agents, contractors, subcontractors, with or without vehicles, supplies, machinery, plant, 
material and equipment of all purposes necessary or convenient to the exercise and enjoyment of 
the said Rights and easement subject to payment by the Transferee of compensation for any crop 
or other physical damage only to the Land caused by the exercise of this right of entry and 
passageway; and  
 

(h) To remove, relocate and reconstruct the Line on or under the Strip, subject to payment by the 
Transferee of additional compensation for any damage caused thereby. 

 
2. This Transfer of Easement shall be subject to the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P. 13, as amended.   
 
3. This Transfer of Easement is given for the purpose of an electricity distribution or electricity 

transmission line within the meaning of Part VI of the Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998, S.O. 1998, c. 
15. Sched B, as amended. 

 
4. The Transferor agrees that notwithstanding any rule of law or equity, the works installed by the 

Transferee shall at all times remain the property of the Transferee, notwithstanding that such works are 
or may become annexed or affixed to the Strip and shall at any time and from time to time be removable 
in whole or in part by Transferee 

 
5. No waiver of a breach or any of the covenants of this grant of Rights shall be construed to be a waiver 

of any succeeding breach of the same or any other covenant. 
 
6. All covenants herein contained shall be construed to be several as well as joint where the context or the 

identity of the Transferor/Transferee so requires. 
 
7. The burden and benefit of this Transfer of Easement shall run with the Strip and the works and 

undertaking of the Transferee and shall be binding upon and enure to the benefit of the parties hereto, 
and their respective heirs, executors, administrators, successors and assigns. 

Page 20 of 89



       
 

 

  

Report No. 

ES-22-24 

File No. 

 

 
Directed to:
  

Mayor Joe Preston and Members of City Council 

 

Meeting Date: 
 May 6, 2024 
 

 Department: Environmental Services Attachment 

 Prepared By: Darren Harvey, Supervisor of Roads & Traffic  

 Subject:   Whistle Stop Bicycle Festival - Road Closure Request                                               

 
Recommendation:  
 
THAT: Report ES-22-24 Whistle Stop Bicycle Festival - Road Closure Request be received for information, and 

further;  
 
THAT: Council authorize the temporary closure of Curtis Street between Mondamin Street and St. Catharine 

Street on Saturday, May 25, 2024, between the hours of 11:00am and 4:00pm to allow for the Whistle 
Stop Bicycle Festival, and further; 

 
THAT:    Access for emergency vehicles be maintained at all times through the closures. 
 
 

 
Background:  
 
A special event permit application was received from the organizers 
of the Whistle Stop Bicycle Festival.  This event requires the closure 
of Curtis Street between Mondamin Street and St. Catharine Street 
on Saturday, May 25, 2024 between the hours of 11:00am and 
4:00pm to accommodate the festivities. The special events 
committee passed a resolution on March 6, 2024 giving support for 
the event subject to all requirements being met.   
 
Event organizers will coordinate with City staff to set up and take 
down all required traffic signs and road closure devices.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Financial Impact:  
 
Costs associated with the recommendation of this report can be accommodated within the 2024 Environmental 
Services Operating Budget. 
 
 

 
 Respectfully, 

                           
Darren Harvey 
Supervisor of Roads & Traffic 

Matthew Vriens, 
Manager of Transportation & By-law 

 

 
Reviewed By:  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

City Engineer      
 

    
      Approved By:      
         City Manager 
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Report No. 

ES-25-24 

File No. 

 

 
Directed to:
  

Mayor Joe Preston and Members of City Council 

 

Meeting Date: 
May 6, 2024 

 

 Department: Environmental Services Attachment 

 Prepared By: Matthew Vriens, Manager of Transportation & By-Law  

 Subject:   AccessAbility Open House – Free Transit                                               

 

Recommendation:  
 
THAT:  Report ES25-24 relating to AccessAbility Open House – Free Transit be received for information, and 

further;  
 
THAT:  Council waive the transit fare for riders traveling to and from the Accessibility Open House at Joe 

Thornton Community Centre on Saturday June 01, 2024. 
 
Background: 
 

Staff received a request from the St. Thomas Municipal Accessibility Advisory Committee requesting free transit 
for riders attending the 2024 AccessAbility Open House. 
 
The 2024 AccessAbility Open House will be held at the Joe Thornton Community Centre on Saturday June 01, 
2024 from 11:00am to 4:00pm.  This event is being hosted by the St. Thomas Municipal Accessibility Advisory 
Committee, in partnership with the Elgin County-Central Elgin Joint Accessibility Advisory Committee. 
 
People attending the AccessAbility Open House will need to utilize Caso Crossing from Talbot Street between 
1:30pm-3:30pm to access the Joe Thornton Arena due to the south access point to the Joe Thornton Arena 
being closed to facilitate the Mocha Shriner Spring Ceremonial previously approved through Report ES16-24. 
 
Existing Conventional Transit routes will collect riders from throughout the City to the Transit Hub at Smart 
Centre.  Event participants would then transfer to Route 2 (Hospital) which has a stop at the Joe Thornton 
Community Centre.  A transit detour will be posted for Route 2 (Hospital) south of the Joe Thornton Community 
Centre due to road reconstruction and road closures for the Mocha Shiners Spring Ceremonial. 
 
Parallel Transit and On-Demand trips can also be booked through the “RCT OnDemand” app or by calling 519-631-
0001, up to 14 days in advance. 
   
 

 
 

Financial Impact: 
 

An estimated reduction of $250 in fare revenue is anticipated with this request which would be covered through 
the 2024 Environmental Services Operating Budget 

 
 Respectfully, 

 
Matthew Vriens, 
Manager of Transportation & By-law 
 

 
Reviewed By:  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

City Engineer      
 

      Approved By:      
         City Engineer 
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Report No. 

ES-23-24 

File No. 

 

 
Directed to:
  

Mayor Joe Preston and Members of City Council 

 

Meeting Date: 
 May 6, 2024 
 

 Department: Environmental Services Attachment 

 Prepared By: Matthew Vriens, Manager of Transportation & Bylaw  

 Subject:   Sick or Injured Skunks and Raccoons                                               

 
Recommendation:  
 
THAT: Report ES23-24 Sick or Injured Skunks and Raccoons be received for information, and further; 
 
THAT: Council direct staff to proceed with Option #2 of picking up sick or injured skunks and raccoons on both 

public and private lands within the City of St. Thomas. 
 
Background: 
 

In 2020 staff submitted Report ES35-20 in response to a letter received from Another Chance Wildlife Rescue 
regarding assistance in dealing with sick or injured skunks and raccoons in the City of St Thomas.  At that time, 
City Animal Services staff would only pick up sick or injured raccoons on City property and would contact an 
Authorized Wildlife Rehabilitator to pick up sick or injured skunks on City property.  Skunks or raccoons on 
private property remained the responsibility of the property owner to contact a pest control company to have 
removed at their own expense, or to contact an Authorized Wildlife Rehabilitator to remove a sick or injured 
skunk or raccoon from their property.  
 
As a result of Report ES35-20, Council directed staff to pay for the cost of euthanasia, as recommend by a 
veterinarian, for any sick or injured skunks or raccoons picked up on public or private property by an Authorized 
Wildlife Rehabilitator. 
 
Recently, local Authorized Wildlife Rehabilitators have reached out to City staff inquiring if City services could be 
expanded to also pick up sick or injured skunks.  Authorized Wildlife Rehabilitators are regulated by the Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF), but do not receive any financial support, relying on public donations 
to provide their services.  Their mandate is to rescue, rehabilitate, and release orphaned, injured, or ill native 
wildlife and to provide wildlife education to the public. Currently our local Authorized Wildlife Rehabilitators 
make every effort to assist the public when dealing with skunks or raccoons with distemper, however given the 
volunteer structure of their organization and due to the current rapid spread of distemper Authorized Wildlife 
Rehabilitator services have become challenged.  
 
Analysis: 
 

Distemper typically spreads between May and November each year with the number of cases reducing during 
the colder months, however the recent mild winter has led to a sustained level of spread that has continued into 
this Spring.  Local Authorized Wildlife Rehabilitators have already picked up 45 sick or injured skunks in the first 
quarter of 2024 compared to 7 for the full year of 2023 and 10 for the full year of 2022.  They have also picked 
up 12 sick or injured raccoons in the first quarter of 2024 while City Animal Services has picked up 17 sick or 
injured raccoons from City property in the first quarter of 2024. 
 
Considering the recent increase in distemper cases, local Authorized Wildlife Rehabilitators have reported this 
outbreak to the Canadian Wildlife Health Cooperative, who will be doing more testing of wildlife in the area. City 
staff have also been working with the MNRF to have some raccoons that were euthanized tested for rabies.  
According to the MNRF only bats and one mink have tested positive for rabies in Elgin County since 1996. 
 
Canine distemper, commonly called distemper, is a disease caused by the highly contagious canine distemper 
virus which infects the respiratory tract, the gastrointestinal tract, the spinal cord, and the brain.  Distemper has 
been present in Ontario for at least 60 years and is common and widespread in wildlife in Ontario, infecting 
animals such as coyotes, foxes, wolves, mink, skunks, raccoons, domestic dogs, and ferrets. 
 
Distemper is highly contagious and transferred through inhalation.  This can include direct contact with an 
infected animal feces, airborne droplets, and bodily fluids such as saliva.  Symptoms include, but are not limited 
to: 
 

 Discharge from the eyes and nose 

 Walking as though they are on hot stones and/ or falling over or circling 

 Glowing green eyes 
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 Seizures and foaming at the mouth 

 Disoriented, lethargic, and overall loss of aggression 

 May approach people or curl up to sleep in an open area 
 
The canine distemper virus does not cause illness in humans, but humans can spread the virus to animals such 
as domestic dogs.  Domestic cats can contract the virus, but they are usually asymptomatic meaning they can 
carry the virus, but they do not become sick.  To protect your pets: 
 

 Keep pet vaccinations for distemper and rabies up to date 

 Supervise pets while you are outdoors and prevent them from interacting with wildlife 

 Maintain a safe distance from wild animals and unfamiliar domestic animals 
  

 
 
To help prevent the spread of this disease and in the interest of public safety, these animals should be removed 
and euthanized.  The following two options are provided for Councils consideration: 
 
Option #1 

 Make no changes and leave as status quo.  City Animal Services staff would continue to pick up sick or 
injured raccoons on City property but would continue to contact an Authorized Wildlife Rehabilitator to 
pick up sick or injured skunks on City property.  Property owners would continue to contact an 
Authorized Wildlife Rehabilitator to address sick or injured skunks or raccoons on private property.  The 
City would continue to pay the cost for euthanasia, as recommend by a veterinarian, for any sick or 
injured skunks or raccoons picked up on public or private property by an Authorized Wildlife 
Rehabilitator.  Skunks or Raccoons that are acting normal or appear healthy are not picked up.  There 
are no additional costs with this option. 
 

Option #2 

 Expand City Animal Services to pick up sick or injured skunks and raccoons on public or private property 
within the City.  Property owners could contact City Animal Services to pick up sick or injured skunks and 
raccoons at no cost to the property owner.  The City would not pick up any skunks or raccoons that are 
acting normal or appear healthy.  Skunks or raccoons located within or under a private structure would 
continue to be the responsibility of the property owner to contact a pest control company to remove at 
their own expense.  This option of expanding City Animal Services would cost approximately $10k to 
$20k a year depending on the number of sick or injured skunks and raccoons picked up from private 
property. 

 

Financial Impact: 
 

The costs associated with Option #2 is not currently included in the 2024 Environmental Services Operating Budget 
but can be recovered through operational savings from other line items within the 2024 budget.  If Option #2 is 
approved, the associated costs would be added to the Environmental Services Operating Budget in 2025. 

 
 Respectfully, 

 
Matthew Vriens, 
Manager of Transportation & By-law 
 

 
Reviewed By:  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

City Engineer Treasurer     
 

    
      Approved By:      
         City Manager 
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Report No. 

ID-18-24 

File No. 

 

 Directed to: Mayor Joe Preston and Members of City Council 

 

Meeting Date: 
May 6, 2024 

 

 Department: Industrial Development Attachment 

 Prepared By: 
Nathan Bokma, P. Eng. 
Senior Project Manager 

 

 Subject:   South Edgeware Booster Station – Tender Award                                               

Recommendation:  
 
THAT:  Report ID-18-24 relating to South Edgeware Booster Station – Tender Award be received for information; 

and further, 
 
THAT:  Council award the South Edgeware Booster Station – Tender Award to Hayman Construction Inc. in the 

amount of $14,320,000.00, excluding HST. 
 
 
 
Background: 
 
In March 2023, Volkswagen Group announced an electric vehicle (EV) battery manufacturing factory would be 
constructed in St. Thomas.  One of the major project deliverables is a new water booster station that will provide 
the required water volume and pressure to the PowerCo site and the Yarmouth Yards Industrial Park. The South 
Edgeware Booster Station (SEBS) will be located at 490 South Edgeware Road on the Elgin Middlesex Pumping 
Station site. 

 
The project design was completed by Arcadis with oversight and direction provided by City staff.  The scope 
includes the construction of a new water booster station building, 4 new pumps and the pumps’ associated 
electrical and mechanical ancillaries as provided by Gorman-Rupp, electrical equipment such as a 200kW 
generator and 2.5MVa transformer, and 3 new watermains 
that connect to the Yarmouth Yards Industrial Park, the City 
of St. Thomas Water Distribution System, and the St. 
Thomas Area Secondary Water Supply System.  The 
following pictures highlight the proposed work area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Major Projects within the Yarmouth Yards Industrial Subdivision 

Figure 2: Rendering of SEBS Building 
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Analysis: 
 
A request for pre-qualification was carried out in advance of the tender and seven (7) contractors were selected 
to bid.  Request for Tender 2024-021 was posted on the City’s electronic bid portal stthomas.bidsandtenders.ca 
on April 5, 2024.  The Tender closed April 25, 2024, at 2:00 p.m. Bids were received from the following companies: 
 

Bidder Contract Price (Excludes HST) 

1 Hayman Construction Inc. $14,320,000.00 

2 BGL Contractors Corp $15,699,486.00 

3 Birnam Excavating Ltd. $17,771,061.29 

 
All bids were found to be compliant.  The project is expected to start in late May following Tender Award and 
receipt of required documentation.  The project is anticipated to be substantially complete on July 4, 2025.   
 
As per Council Report 09-24, Arcadis will be performing the contract administration and site inspection services 
for the Rail Spur and Bridge project. Arcadis has vast knowledge and experience with this project and surrounding 
activities on the site to provide a strategic and cost-effective approach to managing this project as directed by City 
staff. 
 
Financial Considerations: 
 
City received good interest in this tender call with 3 submitted bids.  The table below summarizes the anticipated 
expenditures and funding details. 
 

 Expenditures Funding 

Base Contract $14,320,000.00  

Contingency $1,000,000.00  

Project Expenditures1 $450,000.00  

Sub Total $15,770,000.00  

Net HST (1.76%) $277,552.00  

Total Commitment $17,820,100.00  

Allocated Funding  $18,000,000.00 
1 Includes Construction Administration and Inspection, Geotechnical Investigation/Quality Control. 

 

The pricing received represents good value and falls within the allocated budget. As a result, staff recommended 
proceeding.   

 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
Nathan Bokma, P. Eng. 
Senior Project Manager – Industrial Development 
 

 
Reviewed By:  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Ind. Dev. Treasury     
 

Approved By: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Manager      
    
    
          
         

Figure 3: SEBS Site Plan 
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EV Battery Factory Buiding Construction (VW)

Industrial Subdivision 

(Roads, Sanitary, Storm & Water)
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IT (Fibre) & Hydro Distribution

South Edgeware Booster Station
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Report No. 

ID-19-24 

File No. 

 

 
Directed to:
  

Mayor Joe Preston and Members of City Council 

 

Meeting Date: 
May 6, 2024 

 

 Department: Industrial Development Attachment 

 Prepared By: Meredith Woodhouse, EIT  

 Subject:   Industrial Development Update 3                                               

 
Recommendation:  
 
THAT: Report No. ID 19-24 relating to Industrial Development Update 3, be received for information. 
 
Origin: 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide a third update on the Industrial Development work. Please reference 
council Report No. ID10-23 for the previous Industrial Development Update. 
 
The City, with support and direction from City Council, are managing this mega project via an internal leadership 
team composed of Sandra Datars-Bere, Sean Dyke, Jeff Bray, Lou Pompilii, Mike Kerkvliet, Amanda Koning, Dan 
Sheridan, Kevin De Leebeeck, and Sarah Noble. The dedicated and on-site Industrial Development team consists 
of Justin Lawrence, Patrick Anckaert, Nathan Bokma, Michael Brix and Meredith Woodhouse.  
 
The external partners include the Ministry of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade (MEDJCT), 
Infrastructure Ontario (IO), Hydro One Network Inc. (HONI), Ministry of Transportation (MTO), Ministry of 
Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH), Ministry of Environment, Conservation, and Parks (MECP), CN, and 
many more.  
 
Analysis: 
 

City staff have been working closely with our external partners, consultants, and contractors to successfully keep 
the project moving forward under its accelerated timeline. In general, the project is on time and all challenges are 
being resolved. See below series of photos that show project progress. 
Green indicates on schedule, yellow indicates concern and red indicates behind schedule. 
 

Table 1 – Project Status  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes: 
1. IO – Infrastructure Ontario, VW – Volkswagen, HONI – Hydro One Networks Inc., MTO – Ministry of Transportation of Ontario. 
2. Hwy 3 Twinning and Interchange Work & Wastewater Treatment Plant are anticipated to finish Q2 2029 and Q3 2028 respectively.  
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Yarmouth Yards Overview

 

PowerCo Site Earthworks Phase 3, Looking West - April 2024  

 
 
PowerCo Site Earthworks Phase 3, Looking North-West – Phase 1, 2 & South Parking Lot Completed 
  

 

Phase 1 

Phase 3 

Phase 2 
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Rail Spur Mobilization, Looking North-West – April 2024 
 
  

CN Rail Line 
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Bat Box Installation – April 2024  

 
 

Bat Box Installation – Rocket Box and Nursery Box 
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Woodpecker Habitat – April 2024 
Natural & Man-Made 

  

Installation of Temperature Trackers for Monitoring & Research 
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Highbury Avenue Widening Project – Layout Drawing 

 
 

Highbury Avenue & Ron McNeil Line, Looking South-East - New Power/Telecommunications Poles & Lines        
April 2024 

 
 Hydro One Working On-Site – April 2024 
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Highbury Avenue @ Dennis Road, Looking South - Traffic Control and Topsoil Stripping – April 2024 

 
Highbury Avenue & South Edgeware Road, Looking North-East – April 2024 
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South Edgeware Booster Station & Eglin-Middlesex Pumping Station, Looking East – April 2024                 
Tender Closed, Construction to Start Spring 2024 

 
South Edgeware Booster Station – Site Plan and Isometric Building Rendering  
 

 

  

New Booster Station 
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South Edgeware Booster Station – Plan and Cross Section Views 
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Yarmouth Yards Earthworks & Servicing Phase 1 – Starting May 2024 
Limits of project shown by purple dotted line. 
 
l  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Water Reclamation Facility (WRF2) Potential Locations 

Respectfully, 

 
Meredith Woodhouse  
Project EIT 
 

 
Reviewed By:  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Treasury Ind. Dev. Planning Other  

 

Approved By:   

 City Manager 
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Report No. 

HR-02-24 

File No. 

Directed to:
Mayor Joe Preston and Members of City Council 

Date Authored: 
April 15, 2024 

Meeting Date: 
May 6, 2024 

Department: Human Resources Attachment 

Prepared By: Jodi Brindley, Payroll Manager 

Subject: OMERS Participation By-Law Update 

Recommendation:  

THAT: Report HR-02-24 OMERS Participation By-Law Update be received for information. 

Background: 

The City of St. Thomas established the first Ontario Municipal Employees Retirement System (OMERS) 
participation by-law in 1962. Since 1962, five separate by-laws have been created with various amendments to 
the initial by-law with the last update in 2017. Over the past year, Human Resources staff have been working 
with the OMERS pension legal and plan policy department to create a new participation by-law that will repeal 
the separate by-laws and create a new City of St. Thomas participation by-law.   

Historically, OMERS allowed municipalities the option to elect to participate on behalf of its local boards under 
the same OMERS group number. This was often permitted as a practical matter as municipalities were 
administering payroll and benefits for every employer in the group.  

However, this is a practice OMERS no longer allows as each participating employer should have its own OMERS 
participation by-law or board resolution in place to formally document its OMERS participation on behalf of its 
own employees.  Accordingly, when a municipal employer approaches OMERS about updating its by-law terms 
and the municipality has local boards or other related employers included under their by-law and group number, 
OMERS works with the employers to have each pass a by-law (or board resolution) to participate on their own as 
independent employers and separate accounts within the OMERS systems as soon as possible. OMERS require 
the employers to be split administratively in their system so that it is clear which participation parameters apply 
to which employees.  

In the case of the City of St. Thomas, this is also important because the existing participation by-laws only clearly 
document the participation of the local Library Board (the Police Services Board and Economic Development 
Corporation were not documented).  

Since local boards are now required to have their own participation by-laws, Human Resources have been also 
working with the St. Thomas Police Services Board, St. Thomas Public Library Board and the St. Thomas 
Economic Development Corporation to prepare their own OMERS participation by-laws.   These by-laws will 
receive the respective Board approval in May 2024. Following the approval of the by-laws for the City’s boards, 
City Council will be required to repeal the existing by-laws and approve a new by-law for the City of St. Thomas 
with an effective date of June 30, 2024. 

The City of St. Thomas Human Resources department will continue to provide OMERS administration for the 
City’s boards, as separate employers under separate OMERS group numbers.  

Financial Impact: 

There is no financial impact as the contribution cost remains unchanged.  

Respectfully, 

Jodi Brindley 
Payroll Manager 

Reviewed By: 
Director of 

Human 
Resources 

 Approved By:  
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Report No. 

TR-06-24 

File No. 

 

 
Directed to:
  

Mayor Joe Preston and Members of City Council 

 

Meeting Date: 
 May 6, 2024 
 

 Department: Treasury Attachment 

 Prepared By: Dan Sheridan  

 Subject:   Community Grants for May 2024,                                               

 
Recommendation:  
 
THAT: Report TR-06-24 relating to Community Grants for May 2024, be received for information; and further,  
 
THAT: Council approves the Community Grant request for Rainbow Optimist Club for $3,500; and further, 
 
THAT: Council approves the Community Grant request for Elgin Amateur Radio Society for approximately $350. 
 

 
Background: 
 
In accordance with the City’s Community Grants Policy, Administration has evaluated applications submitted and 
has provided recommendations for Council consideration. The City’s policy continues to be available on the City’s 
website to provide guidance to prospective applicants. 
 
Grant Applications: 
 
Rainbow Optimist Club Southwestern Ontario Inc. – Elgin County Pride 2024 – grant request is for $3,500. The 
grant would help cover the costs of Pride events at Pinafore Park in August 2024. Community events are a priority 
in the grants policy, it’s recommended that Council approve this request. 
 
Elgin Amateur Radio Society – grant request is approximately $350. This request would pay the premium for 
insurance coverage for the emergency communications exercise to be held at Pinafore Park in June 2024. It’s 
recommended that Council approve this request. 
 
St. Thomas Jumbo Jets Swim Team Inc. – grant request is for $11,550. This request would be used to pay for 
lane rental fees for the remainder of 2024 at the YMCA. This request is well over the limit for community grants 
but is also being used to cover operating costs which are ineligible under community grants, it’s recommended 
that Council decline this request for funding. 
 
Somerset Recovery Organization – grant request is for $2,800. This request would be used to help cover the 
costs related to the Art of the Recovery Program at the St. Thomas-Elgin Public Art Centre. The funds are 
intended to cover operating costs and therefore are ineligible for community grants, it’s recommended that 
Council decline this request for funding. 
 

Financial Impact: 
 
 With the approval of the two grants, the Community Grants account will be left with a balance of $9,910. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
Dan Sheridan, CPA, CGA 
Director of Finance and City Treasurer 

 

 

 
 
Reviewed By: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

City Manager     
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                                               COMMITTEE REPORT 
  

Report No. 

MHC-05-24 

File No. 

 

 
Directed to:
  

Mayor Joe Preston and Members of City Council 

 

Meeting Date: 
 May 6, 2024 
 

 Committee: Municipal Heritage Committee Attachment 

 Prepared By: Russell Schnurr, Acting Chair  Permit Application Package 

 Subject:   Heritage Alteration Permit - 492-496 Talbot Street                                               

 

Recommendation:  
 
THAT: Report MHC-05-24 relating to the Heritage Alteration Permit - 492-496 Talbot Street be 

received for information; and further, 

 

THAT: Council issue a Heritage Alteration Permit for the property at 492-296 Talbot Street, relating to 

Application HAP-04-24. 
 

Background: 
 

The Downtown Heritage Conservation District was established on August 13th, 2018.  

 

The Municipal Heritage Committee’s role is to receive delegations at committee meetings, review heritage 

alteration permit applications, provide constructive comments or feedback to applicants, and make 

recommendations to Council with respect to the permit applications.  

 

The Municipal Heritage Committee has met with the applicant via Zoom and reviewed the heritage 

alteration permit application for the property at 492-496 Talbot Street on April 10, 2024.  

 

The Committee is now in a position to make a recommendation to Council.  

 

The Committee recommends that Council authorize the issuance of a Heritage Alteration Permit.  

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 
 

FOR 

 

Russell Schnurr, Acting Chair 

 

Municipal Heritage Committee   
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PLANNING & BUILDING SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
t. (519) 633.2560   f. (519) 633.6581 

 9 Mondamin Street 
St. Thomas, Ontario, N5P 2T9 

 

 
NOTICE OF RECEIPT FOR HERITAGE ALTERATION PERMIT 

(Section 42(3) of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. O.18, as amended) 
 
 
April 8, 2024 
 
Harrison Cole 
175 Edward Street 
St. Thomas Ontario 
N5P 4A8 
 
Re:   Notice of Receipt  
   Heritage Alteration Permit 
File No.:  HAP-04-24 
Property:  492-496 Talbot Street 
 
Pursuant to Section 42(3) of the Ontario Heritage Act, as amended, this letter is notice that the 
information and material required through the City of St. Thomas’ Application for Heritage Alteration 
Permit has been provided and the application is thereby considered complete. 
 
Council of the City of St. Thomas has 90 days from the issue of receipt of this notice to make a decision 
to grant or refuse this application. 
 
The Secretary of the Municipal Heritage Committee has been circulated this notice and application for 
inclusion on the next available meeting agenda date. You will receive a separate notice of confirmation 
of your Municipal Heritage Committee meeting date and time. It is advisable for you or a representative 
to attend this meeting to present and respond to questions on your Heritage Alteration Permit 
application. 
 
Please contact the Planning & Building Services Department at 519-633-2560 if you have any questions.                
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
     
 
Kevin McClure, MCIP, RPP 
Planner 
                  
cc:  Abdul Basit, Legislative Services Coordinator, City of St. Thomas 
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PLANNING & BUILDING SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
t. (519) 633.2560   f. (519) 633.6581 

 9 Mondamin Street 
St. Thomas, Ontario, N5P 2T9 

 

 

MEMO 
 
DATE:  April 8, 2024 
 
ATTENTION:  Abdul Basit, Legislative Services Coordinator 
 
SUBJECT:  Heritage Alteration Permit 
   492-496 Talbot Street 
   HAP-04-24 
  
 
Please find attached a Heritage Alteration Permit Application within the City of St. Thomas’ 
Downtown Heritage Conservation District. The property owner for 492-496 Talbot Street has 
applied to permit the installation of a 24” by 48” date stone on the front façade of the building. 
Specifically, the date stone is proposed above the fourth window on the second floor, between the 
thicker decorative brickwork and the double banded red brick. The application was submitted on 
April 8, 2024, and Staff has deemed the application complete. 
 
The proposal was originally brought forward at the March 2024 Municipal Heritage Committee 
meeting and the Planning & Building Services Department Staff were in attendance and part of that 
discussion. Planning & Building Services Staff identified the property as a “Contributing Resource” 
within the Downtown St. Thomas Heritage Conservation District Plan (HCD Plan). The policies 
and guidelines in Section 4.3 of the HCD Plan as it relates to contributing resources would apply. 
 
It should be noted that Section 4.3.2.3 of the HCD Plan speaks to Façade Patterns and provides 
policy to “Avoid changing the existing façade elements by removing and altering architectural 
elements” and guidelines to “Avoid making imitations based on conjecture rather than evidence in 
documents or existing building elements”. It is suggested that the Committee review Section 3.2 
that provides the principles of the HCD Plan as there is direction on the preservation of original 
decoration and fittings, as well as restoration to authentic limits. 
 
As per the Heritage Alteration Permit application process, the attached material is being provided 
for circulation to the Municipal Heritage Committee for its consideration and recommendations to 
Council. A draft Heritage Alteration Permit is also attached should the Committee recommend 
approval of the permit and wish to include any specific conditions as part of its recommendation to 
Council. 

 
Further to the information that has been provided above, the Planning & Building Services 
Department requests to be copied in the scheduling a meeting with the Municipal Heritage 
Committee and the applicant. 
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PLANNING & BUILDING SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
t. (519) 633.2560   f. (519) 633.6581 

 9 Mondamin Street 
St. Thomas, Ontario, N5P 2T9 

 

 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Planning & Building Services 
Department.  
 
Regards, 
 
    
 
Kevin McClure, MCIP, RPP 
Planner                
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Application Revised: October 2018 

Corporation of the City of St. Thomas
 APPLICATION FOR A HERITAGE ALTERATION PERMIT 

 Pursuant to Section 33(2) and Section 42(2.1) of the Ontario Heritage Act 

 

OWNER/APPLICANT 
1. Property Owner

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal Code: ____________________ Phone: ______________________ Fax: ________________________ 

Email: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Agent/Applicant

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________

Company: _______________________________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

Postal Code: ____________________ Phone: ______________________ Fax: ________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________________________________

Who is the primary contact?

  Registered Owner  Applicant/Agent

 *Note: Unless otherwise requested all communications will be sent to the Applicant.

*Please indicate the method of communication you would like to be contacted by.

 Phone  Email Fax Mail

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

1. Municipal Address: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Legal Description: __________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SUMMARY OF WORK PROPOSED 

1. What kind of permit is required?

 Alteration to Building/Property  New Construction  Demolition

PLANNING & BUILDING SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

t. (519) 633.2560   f. (519) 633.6581

9 Mondamin Street 
St. Thomas, Ontario, N5P 2T9 

 OFFICE USE: Date Application Received: _________________________    Consultation Date: ________________________ 

Date Application Deemed Complete: __________________    File Number: ____________________________ 

Harrison Cole
175 Edward St, St. Thomas ON

N5P 4A8

hcole@colemunro.com

492-496 Talbot Street, St. Thomas

PLAN 3 BLK E PT OF RC CHURCH LOT

April 2, 2024

Page 43 of 89



Application Revised: October 2018 
 

2. How is the property designated? 

 Individually Designated Property       Part of the Heritage Conservation District       Both 

3. Check all types of work that would happen in your proposed project: 

   demolition of a building or part of a building, such as a building façade 

   removal of a building to a different location on site or to another site 

   erection of a new building, a new façade, a new storefront, an addition to an existing building, a new garage  
     or a wall 

   structural intervention that affects the external appearance of a building 

   repointing and repairing masonry, cleaning masonry of paint or grime, or painting or staining  

   removal of parging, External Insulation and Finish System, siding or façade screen from walls or installation     
       of new wall material to replace or cover existing wall material 

  alteration of doors and windows, their heads and their surrounds, or cutting of new door and window     
openings in walls  

 
  alteration of roofline or skyline by changes to comices, overhangs, eaves, parapets, chimneys, domers, 

rooftop equipment, towers and roof shape, or alteration of historic roof coverings such as slate 
 
  removal or addition of architectural detail, such as storefront comices, decorative brickwork, stone trim, 

brackets, window shutters, awnings, porches and balconies  
 
  erection of a sign 

  alteration of streets and their boulevards, squares, parking lots  

4. Please list below, any documents included with this submission (drawings, site plan, specifications, photographs 
and other documents as needed to illustrate the project). Requirements will depend on the scale of the project.   

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
5. Explain the reasons for undertaking the alterations and describe how the proposal conforms to the Part IV  
 individual designation by-law or Part V Heritage Conservation District Plan design guidelines. Attach  
 additional page(s) if needed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Please see the attached cad drawing

The proposal is to add a date stone centered in the facade above the middle (4th) window which
commemorates the 1885 date of construction of the building and its initial use of the building 
as the public library in the City of St. Thomas.

The date stone measures 24" tall and 48" wide. 
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Application Revised: October 2018 
 

APPENDIX B – ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF LEGAL AND PLANNING FEES 

In addition to the application fees listed in this application package, please note that where the City requires 
assistance from its solicitors or other technical or professional consultants in the processing of this application, the 
applicant shall be responsible for reimbursing all fees incurred by the City. 

*Please note, Appendix B must be completed by the owner, not the authorized agent.  

I, _____________________________, am the owner of the subject lands, and I understand that further fees may 

be incurred by the City throughout the planning process and that I am responsible for reimbursing all fees.  

                                                                              
  _____________________________                            ____________________________________ 
                        Date             Signature of Owner 

 

Harrison Cole

April 1, 2024
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Report No. 

MHC-04-24 

 

 Directed to:
  Mayor Joe Preston and Members of City Council 

 
Meeting Date:  
May 6, 2024 
 

 Prepared By: Harrison Cole, Chair 

Attachment:  
Permit Application & 
Planning Report 
 

 Subject: Heritage Alteration Permit - 795 Talbot Street 
 
 
Recommendation:  
 
THAT: Report MHC-04-24 relating to the Heritage Alteration Permit - 795 Talbot Street be received for 
information; and further, 
 
THAT: Council issue a Heritage Alteration Permit for the property at 795 Talbot Street, relating to 
Application HAP-03-24. 
 
Background: 
 
The Downtown Heritage Conservation District was established on August 13th, 2018.  
 
The Municipal Heritage Committee’s role is to receive delegations at committee meetings, review 
heritage alteration permit applications, provide constructive comments or feedback to applicants, and 
make recommendations to Council with respect to the permit applications.  
 
The Municipal Heritage Committee has met with the applicant via Zoom and reviewed the heritage 
alteration permit application for the property at 795 Talbot Street on April 10, 2024. 
 
The Committee is now in a position to make a recommendation to Council.  
 
The Committee recommends that Council authorize the issuance of a Heritage Alteration Permit.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
 
 
Harrison Cole, Chair 
 
Municipal Heritage Committee 
 

COMMITTEE  
 
Municipal Heritage Committee 
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PLANNING & BUILDING SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
t. (519) 633.2560   f. (519) 633.6581 

 9 Mondamin Street 
St. Thomas, Ontario, N5P 2T9 

 

 
NOTICE OF RECEIPT FOR HERITAGE ALTERATION PERMIT 

(Section 42(3) of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. O.18, as amended) 
 
 
April 4, 2024 
 
Brad and Jacqueline Reichenbach 
795 Talbot Street 
St. Thomas Ontario 
N5P 1E3 
 
Re:   Notice of Receipt  
   Heritage Alteration Permit 
File No.:  HAP-03-24 
Property:  795 Talbot Street 
 
Pursuant to Section 42(3) of the Ontario Heritage Act, as amended, this letter is notice that the 
information and material required through the City of St. Thomas’ Application for Heritage Alteration 
Permit has been provided and the application is thereby considered complete. 
 
Council of the City of St. Thomas has 90 days from the issue of receipt of this notice to make a decision 
to grant or refuse this application. 
 
The Secretary of the Municipal Heritage Committee has been circulated this notice and application for 
inclusion on the next available meeting agenda date. You will receive a separate notice of confirmation 
of your Municipal Heritage Committee meeting date and time. It is advisable for you or a representative 
to attend this meeting to present and respond to questions on your Heritage Alteration Permit 
application. 
 
Please contact the Planning & Building Services Department at 519-633-2560 if you have any questions.                
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
     
 
Kevin McClure, MCIP, RPP 
Planner 
                  
cc:  Abdul Basit, Legislative Services Coordinator, City of St. Thomas 
 Megan Pickersgill, St. Thomas Economic Development Corporation 
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PLANNING & BUILDING SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
t. (519) 633.2560   f. (519) 633.6581 

 9 Mondamin Street 
St. Thomas, Ontario, N5P 2T9 

 

 

MEMO 
 
DATE:  April 5, 2024 
 
ATTENTION:  Abdul Basit, Legislative Services Coordinator 
 
SUBJECT:  Heritage Alteration Permit 
   795 Talbot Street 
   HAP-03-24 
  
 
Please find attached a Heritage Alteration Permit Application within the City of St. Thomas’ 
Downtown Heritage Conservation District. The St. Thomas Economic Development Corporation 
(EDC) has applied on the behalf of the owners at 796 Talbot Street to allow for a mural to be 
painted on a rear wall of the building. Planning & Building Services Department Staff has had 
correspondence with the St. Thomas EDC and the application has been deemed complete. 
 
As per the Heritage Alteration Permit process, the attached material is being provided for your 
circulation to the Municipal Heritage Committee for its consideration and recommendations to 
Council. A draft Heritage Alteration Permit is also attached should the Committee recommend 
approval of the permit and wish to include any specific conditions as part of its recommendation to 
Council. 
 
Planning & Building Services Staff has identified the property as a “Contributing Resource” within 
the Downtown St. Thomas Heritage Conservation District Plan (HCD Plan). Further, Staff has 
previously advised the applicant that they should review and prepare responses to the policies and 
guidelines in Section 4.3 of the HCD Plan as it relates to contributing resources. In addition, there is 
specific direction on “murals” in Section 4.8.7 – Commemorative Character Elements in the HCD 
Plan that the applicant, Committee and Council should be considering. 
 
As it has been brought forward in the past, consideration should be given to the cumulative impacts 
of murals within the Downtown St. Thomas Heritage Conservation District Area. To date, there 
have been questions about the consistency with the application of the policy direction in Section 
4.8.7 of the HCD Plan and the murals that have been produced. Further, sixteen (16) murals have 
previously been approved within the HCD Plan area (7 in 2020, 1 in 2021, 6 in 2022, and 2 in 
2023). The Committee and Council may wish to revisit the intent of the “Track to the Future” mural 
project and what was originally presented to Council and supported in November 2019. Attached is 
a copy of Report EDC 03-19 for the Committee’s consideration as well. 
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PLANNING & BUILDING SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
t. (519) 633.2560   f. (519) 633.6581 

 9 Mondamin Street 
St. Thomas, Ontario, N5P 2T9 

 

Further to the information that has been provided above, in scheduling a meeting with the 
Municipal Heritage Committee and the applicant, please copy the Planning & Building Services 
Department for our records. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the Planning & Building Services Department.  
 
Regards, 
 
    
 
Kevin McClure, MCIP, RPP 
Planner                
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Report No. 

EDC 03-19 

File No. 

Directed to:
Mayor Joe Preston and Members of City Council 

Date Authored: Nov. 6, 2019 

Meeting Date: Nov 18, 2019 

Department: St. Thomas Economic Development Corporation Attachments 

Prepared By: Sean Dyke, CEO 

Subject: Downtown Mural Project 

Recommendation: 

THAT Report EDC 03-19 relating to the Downtown Mural Project be received for information. 

Background: 

As municipalities and tourism organizations strive to grow visitation, improve social media reach and drive traffic 
to the traditional downtowns, street art has become one of the most effective tools to do so.  In fact, in many 
communities, the revitalization that has come as a result of mural development and implementation has 
become the leading tourist attraction and a driver for traffic to the core of many cities previously in decline. 

In St. Thomas, the community has long been fortunate to have numerous murals throughout the core and has 
been recognized in many travel guides and books as a result of the existing artwork.  Recognizing this, the EDC 
(through Railway City Tourism) has been seeking funding to amplify what is truly already a critical mass of art in 
the downtown.  To date, funding partnerships have been struck with the Downtown Development Board and 
Andrew Gunn, supporting the project through donor funds provided to Tourism through the Elgin St. Thomas 
Community Foundation.  The EDC has also been successful in securing funding through FedDev’s Canadian 
Experiences Fund, which provides 100% funding for this mural project up to $32,500.  With total funding of 
nearly $50,000 available, there is a real opportunity for Downtown St. Thomas to truly become the canvas for 
some incredible works of art and build on what is already a key strength for the community. 

The first part of this large project has already been completed, with moveable art in the form of 4 boxcars, 
which were moved into the Downtown core for Culture Days in September, which was also the release date for 
news that Railway City Tourism has commissioned Kelsey Montague, one of North America’s most well-known 
mural artists, to create and install what will be her only piece in Canada this coming December (the plan is to 
unveil it at the Railway City Arts Crawl in February).  Montague’s ‘What Lifts You’ campaign has been an 
incredible success around the world, with over 143,000 Instagram followers and far more reach than that with 
multi-platform penetration of over 200,000 in the last month alone.  The intent is to use this art as a kickoff to a 
much larger project and help draw traffic to further showcase the community as a hub for arts and culture in 
Southwestern Ontario. 

As the intent is to drive traffic downtown, there will be a process to follow and this report will serve as notice to 
City Council that applications will be forthcoming to the Municipal Heritage Committee and/or to the Public Art 
Committee where required.  There has already been some very positive feedback on this program and the EDC 
will work to capitalize on this momentum going forward, with the expectation that even more funding will flow 
towards this project in the coming months and years. 

 Respectfully, 

Sean Dyke, CEO 

Reviewed By: 
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April 26, 2024 

City of St. Thomas 
P.O. Box 520 
545 Talbot Street 
St. Thomas, ON 
N5P 3V7 

Dear Mayor Preston and Members of Council, 

Please accept this letter as our request to proclaim Sunday May 26th - Saturday June 1st 
National AccessAbility Week, and that the Accessibility flag be flown at City Hall. As part of 
AccessAbility Week, we would also request that you proclaim Wednesday May 29th as Red 
Shirt Day.  

National AccessAbility Week takes place every year starting on the last Sunday in May. 
National AccessAbility Week is a time when accessibility and inclusion is promoted across 
communities and workplaces and a time to celebrate the contributions of Canadians with 
disabilities. It is also an opportunity to recognize the efforts of Canadians who are actively 
removing barriers and ensuring persons with disabilities have an equal chance to participate 
in all aspects of Canadian society. We would like to hold a flag raising ceremony on Monday 
May 27th at 10 a.m. 

Red Shirt Day takes place on the Wednesday of National AccessAbility Week each year. 
Wednesday May 29th will be a day when people across Canada come together and wear red 
in schools, workplaces and spaces everywhere in order to create a visible display of 
solidarity: to show their support for persons and families who are living with disabilities, 
celebrate the achievements of people living with disabilities, and to pledge their commitment 
to help create a fully accessible and inclusive society that honours and values the 
contributions of people of all abilities in all aspects of life in Canada. 

In addition, the Municipal Accessibility Advisory Committee is moving their annual Open 
House event to June 1, 2024 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. in the Doug Tarry Room at the Joe 
Thornton Arena to correspond with National AccessAbility Week. 

We thank you in advance for your consideration of this request in promoting accessibility 
within the City of St. Thomas.  

On behalf of the St. Thomas Municipal Accessibility Advisory Committee, 

Michelle Sylvester 
Chair 

FOR
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Good morning Maria, 

 
Today, MPAC is honoured to share three significant documents with you.  
  
First, we present our 2023 Annual Report which celebrates our many achievements and 
accolades in 2023.These accomplishments are a testament to our collaborative efforts with 
municipal and provincial partners, the innovative solutions we have introduced over the last 
year, and our steadfast determination to deliver exceptional value to the people of Ontario.  
  
As part of our commitment to enhancing accountability and transparency, we are also happy to 
share our third annual Performance Report. This document provides a wealth of statistics on 
how well we are meeting our goals in areas such as capturing new assessment, the proportion 
of property assessments that are accepted without going to appeal, Customer Contact Centre 
satisfaction and many more.  
  
The third document is a copy of MPAC’s Financial Statements for the Year Ended December 
31, 2023. If you have any questions regarding the Financial Statements, please contact Mary 
Meffe, Vice-President, Corporate Services and Chief Financial Officer, at (289) 539-0306 or 
mary.meffe@mpac.ca.  
  
As we strive to uphold the highest standards in service delivery in our pursuit of excellence, we 
are grateful for your continued support.  
  
Should you have any questions regarding the reports, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
  
Yours truly,  
  
Alan Spacek  
Chair, MPAC Board of Directors  
  
Copy    Nicole McNeill, President & CAO 
            Mary Meffe, VP, Corporate Services & CFO 
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Door Prizes Exhibits Vendors

AccessAbility
Open House

Hosted by the St. Thomas Municipal Accessibility Advisory Committee
In partnership with the Elgin County-Central Elgin

 Joint Accessibility Advisory Committee 

Everyone Welcome!
 Date:   Saturday June 1, 2024 

 Time:  11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 Location:  Joe Thornton Community Centre 
75 CASO Crossing, St. Thomas, ON

Vendor Showcases
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